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Medical  Officer’s  Report. 


The  Grove, 

Tredegar, 

July,  1942. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District  Council 

of  Tredegar . 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  my 
Annual  Report  for  the  year  1941  (which  has  been  drawn  up 
on  the  lines  indicated  in  Circular  2604  [Wales]  issued  by  the 
Welsh  Board  of  Health)  As  for  the  years  1939  and  1940,  the 
report  is  again  much  curtailed,  and  except  for  the  statistics  given 
and  the  usual  Tables  appended,  contains  little  comment  and 
elaboration. 


Section  A. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area  of  the  District — 

Tredegar  Parish  ...  ..  4,360  acres 

Dukestown  Parish  ...  ...  3,780  acres 

8,140  acres 

Registrar-General’s  Estimate  of — 

Civilian  population  1941  ...  21,780 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1941)  according  to  Rate 
Pock  ...  ...  ...  5, 010 

Rateable  Value  of  the  district  ...  ...  £67,752 

Estimated  product  of  a penny  rate  for  the  financial 

year  ended  31st  March,  1942  . ...  £220 

Total  rates  in  the  Pound  for  that  year  ...  21/9 
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The  natural  and  social  conditions  of  the  area,  fully  described  in  earlier 
reports,  altered  little  during  the  year.  Coal  mining  is  the  staple  industry  of  the 
district. 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year. 

Birth  Rate. 


Total . 

Males. 

Females 

Live  Births 

( Legitimate 
( Illegitimate 

377 

15 

190 

10 

187 

5 

392 

200 

192 

Producing  a 

birth  rate  per  ] 

1,000  estimated  civilian  population 

of  17*99. 

1940  .. 

. 16*39 

1939  ...  1663 

1938  ... 

14*94 

Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

Still  Births  • 

( Legitimate 
( Illegitimate 

20 

2 

12 

S 

2 

22 

1 2 

1 0 

A rate  of  1 *i 

per  1,000  of  the  estimated  civilian 

population 

as  against 

0*62  for  1940. 

This  rate  calculated  per  1,000  Total  (live  and  still)  births — 

1941  ...  ...  53-14 

1940  ...  ...  36*62 

1939  •••  •••  57‘69 

1938  ...  ...  54-54 

Death  Rate. 

The  number  of  deaths  during  the  year  T941  [after  correction  for  inward 
and  outward  transfers,  as  furnished  by  the  Registrar  General]  was — 

Total  Males  Females 

267  156  in 

A death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  civilian  population  of  12*26. 

1940  ...  13*32  1914  ...  17*90 

1939  ...  1174  1901  ...  19*93 
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Maternal  Death  Rate. 


Deaths  from — 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  ...  i 

Other  Maternal  Causes  ...  2 


The  rates  thus  given,  with  comparisons  to  those  for  England  and  Wales 
and  also  the  County  are  seen  in  the  Table  below — 


Puerperal  Sepsis 

Otl 

iers 

Tc 

>tal 

per  i.odo 

per  1,000 

per  1,000 

per  1,000 

per  1,000 

per  1,000 

live 

total 

live 

total 

live 

total 

births 

births 

births 

births 

births 

births 

England  and  Wales  .. 

— 

0’48 

— 

1’75 

— 

2'23 

County 

0-74 

071 

3 34 

2 71 

4*08 

390 

Tredegar 

2-4! 

2 27 

4*83 

4*5h 

7*25 

6-83 

Infantile  Mortality . 

There  were  18  Male  and  13  Female  deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year 
during  1941. 

A rate  per  1,000  live  births  ot  74'88. 

The  rate  of  legitimate  Infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  works 
out  at  77  69. 

There  were  no  illegitimate  Infant  deaths. 


Total.  Males.  Females 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  34  20  14 

Measles  ...  ...  — — — 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  — — — 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)...  1 1 — 


Birth 

Rate. 

Death 

Rate. 

Live  Births 

Still  Births 

All  Ages 

Under  i yr. 

per  1,000 
population 

per  1,000 
population 

per  1,000 
population 

per  1,000 
live  births 

England  and  Wales.. 

0*51 

129 

59 

Monmouthshire 

1670 

074 

I2*II 

7048 

Tredegar  U.D. 

17-99 

roi 

I 2'26 

7488 

1 here  was  no  unusual  or  excessive  mortality  from  any 
cause  during  the  year.  The  vital  statistics  of  your  area, 
as  given  in  the  foregoing  tabulations,  show  that  the  infant 
and  maternal  mortality  rates  are  again  rather  high.  Otherwise 
they  compare  very  favourably  with  those  of  England  and  Wales 
and  also  for  the  County  of  Monmouth.  The  birth  rate  is  well 
above  the  average  for  some  years  past,  and  although  there  are 
no  outstanding  features,  it  is  somewhat  pleasing  and  satis- 
factory to  be  able  to  report,  especially  having  regard  to  all  the 
circumstances,  a very  normal  bill  of  health  for  the  district  during 
the  year  1941. 
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Section  B. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area . 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority. 

To  facilitate  reference,  particulars  in  this  matter  are  incorporated  at  the 
beginning  of  the  report.  Very  much  of  the  time  of  the  department  was  taken  up 
during  the  year  with  duties  imposed  upon  Local  Authorities  in  connection  with 
certain  aspects  of  Civil  Defence  and  kindred  health  matters. 

Laboratory  Facilities , Ambulance  Facilities , Nursing  in  the 
Home.  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics , Hospitals , etc% 

There  were  few  developments  or  changes  in  the  services  provided  in  these 
directions  during  the  year,  and  were  therefore,  practically  similar  to  the  des- 
cription given  in  earlier  reports. 
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Section  C. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 


Water. 

The  supply  has  been  excellent  throughout  the  year.  The  total  quantity 
of  water  drawn  during  the  year  amounted  to  381,948,900  gallons,  of  which 
1 30,397, 5°o  gallons  were  delivered  in  bulk  to  the  Bedwellty  Urban  District, 
and  487,222  gallons  to  Rhymney  Urban  District. 

During  the  year  sanction  was  obtained  that  the  Council  may  not  later  than 
in  the  second  available  Session  of  Parliament  next  after  the  termination  of  the 
War  period  make  application  for  statutory  powers  enabling  them  to  purchase  so 
much  of  the  water  undertaking  of  the  Ebbw  Vale  Council  as  is  situate  within  the 
Urban  District  of  Tredegar. 


Waterworks  Capacity 

Georgetown — 

Storage  Reservoir 
Service  Reservoir 
Filter  Beds 


4,000,000  gallons 
1, 500, 000  gallons. 
350,000  gallons. 


Nantybwch — 

Storage  Reservoir 
Filtration  Works 


50,000.000  gallons. 
1,500,000  gallons. 


Trevil — 

High  Level  Service 

Reservoir  150,000  gallons. 


Rainfall. 

The  rainfall  is  that  recorded  at  “Redesdale”  by  Mr  D.  Walter  Davies, 
M.Inst.  Gas  E.,  the  Council’s  Gas  and  Water  Engineer  and  Manager,  at  an 
elevation  of  963  feet  above  ordnance  datum. 


1941 

inches. 

1941 

inches 

January 

4’02 

July 

3 04 

February 

8*44 

August 

6*96 

March 

4'32 

September 

•92 

April 

1-38 

October 

7-04 

May 

4-08 

November 

4-78 

June 

221 

December 

469 

51-88 

There  were  199  rain  days  and  the  greatest  fall  recorded  was  1*92  inches 
on  October  5th. 
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Previous  yearly  records  taken  at  the  same  place 


are 


1940 

57 ’36 

1926 

52*86 

1 939 

69-89 

*925 

57-02 

1938 

5 7 ‘47 

1924 

65*67 

1937 

5256 

1923 

60-73 

1936 

64  20 

1922 

45*82 

1935 

60-52 

1921 

27-49 

1934 

57’36 

1920 

51  *7° 

1 933 

4259 

1919 

40*80 

1932 

49-39 

1918 

50*44 

1 931 

5679 

1917 

4i*95 

1930 

63  21 

1916 

47"CI 

1929 

54-83 

1915 

44*i7 

1928 

5908 

1914 

56-87 

1927 

62-86 

J9!  3 

61  09 

Shewing  an  average  tall  of  5 3*99  inches. 


The  average  rainfall  for  26  years  (1881-1907)  recorded  at  “ The  Willows, 
by  the  late  Dr.  G.  A.  Brown,  at  an  elevation  of  1,024  feet  above  ordnance 
datum,  was  5870  inches. 

Water  Samples . 

Thirty-three  samples  of  drinking  water  were  submitted  to  the  County 
Pathologist  for  examination  during  the  year,  with  results  as  classified  below — 

Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 

(a)  Chemical — 

Tredegar  U.  D.C.’s  supply  1 — 

Ebbw  Vale  U.D.C.’s  supply  (as  supplied 

to  part  of  the  district)  1 — 

(b)  Bacteriological — 

Routine  Samples. 

From  house  taps  with  direct  services 
from  main  : 


(i)  Tredegar  U.D.C.’s  supply  11  4 

(ii)  Ebbw  Vale  U.D.C/s  supply 

(as  supplied  to  part  of  the  district)  2 1 

Scries  of  Samples  from  : 

(i)  Nantybwch  Waterworks  3 2 

(ii)  Georgetown  Waterworks  2 6 

20  13 


The  Georgetown  Waterworks  supply  was  cut  off  from  consumption  for  the 
greater  part  of  the  year. 


1 1 

Councils  Open-Air  Szvimming  Pool. 

Amongst  the  many  forms  of  recreation  and  healthy  exercise  provided  for 
within  the  precincts  of  Bedwellty  Park,  none  continues  to  be  more  popular  and 


beneficial,  especially  to  the  younger  generation,  than  the 
fleeted  in  the  figures  given  for  the  1941  season. 

“ Baths.”  This  is  re- 

Number  of  Adult  Swimmers 

2.530 

„ Youth 

995 

„ Child  Swimmers 

17,742 

„ Elementary  School  Children 

i,733 

„ Secondary  „ 

376 

,,  L.C  C.  ,, 

488 

„ Spectators 

2,626 

Satisfactory  results  were  obtained  to  samples  of  the  bath  water  submitted 
to  the  County  Pathologist  for  examination. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage . 

Practically  the  whole  of  the  district  is  well  provided  with  stoneware 
subsidiary  sewers,  which  are  linked  up  to  the  main  sewer  laid  along  the  river  bed. 
The  Western  Valleys  (Mon.)  Sewerage  Board  (of  which  the  Council  form  a 
constituent  authority)  have  control  of  the  trunk  sewers. 

The  cleansing  and  repair  of  choked  or  defective  drainage  systems,  both 
public  and  private,  is  pressed  for  immediately  upon  report  or  discovery. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  river  Howy,  with  a number  of  small  tributaries,  traverses  the  length 
of  the  district.  Every  vigilence  is  exercised  to  prevent  the  dumping  of  refuse 
along  the  banks. 


Closet  Accommodation. 


The  water  carriage  system  is  almost  universal  throughout  the  area.  An 
estimate  of  the  number  of  each  type  of  closet  is  as  follows — 


(a) 


(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 


Number  of  pail  or  privy  closets  (including  several  of  the  chemical 
type)  to  isolated  farms,  cottages  and  other  premises  where 
there  is  no  sewer  available  ...  ...  ...  51 

Number  of  closets  with  fixed  receptacles  ...  ...  10 


>» 

>> 

»» 


„ „ movable  „ 

water-closets  (with  flushing  apparatus) 
„ (hand  flushed) 


5 

2,754 

2,380 
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Public  Cleansing . 


This  important  branch  of  the  Public  Health  Services  was  well  maintained 
throughout  the  year. 

The  equivalent  rate  in  the  jQ  for  these  services,  for  the  financial  year 
ended  31st  March,  1942,  was  • 


House  and  Trade  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 
Street  Cleansing 


t/7d. 

6}d. 


The  approximate  quantities  of  materials  collected  and  disposed  of  under 
the  Council’s  “Salvage  Scheme”  (inaugurated  towards  the  end  of  July,  1940) 
were — 


Waste  Paper  and  Cardboard 
Metals  (including  flattened  tins)  76 
Textiles  ...  — 

Bones  ...  1 

Glass  Bottles,  Jars,  &c.  ...  — 


During  the 
Year  1941 

Tons  Cwts. 

JI5  3 


16 

*3 

5 

10 


Qrs. 

o 

2 

3 
•2 

3 


Total  since 
commencement 
of  Scheme 

Tons  Cwts. 

1 74  i 


97 

1 

1 


8 

3 

5 

10 


Qrs. 

3 

1 

2 

2 

3 


Total 

194  9 2 

Roads. 

274 

mileage  of  roads  in  the  area  is  as  follows  : — 
Classified — 

Class  1 — A 465 

2.52 

miles 

A 4048 

4*0! 

>> 

Class  2 — B 4256 

1-36 

7*89 

>» 

Unclassified  roads  taken 

over  ...  3217 

40*06 
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The  number  of  street  gullies  in  the  district  is  estimated  at  about  1,500 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area% 

WATER  CLOSETS— 

Pail-closets  converted  into  water-closets 

New  stone  or  brick  water-closets  erected 
Indoor  water-closets  provided 


NIL 
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WATER  CLOSETS  ( continued ) 

Existing  closets  on  old  culverts,  etc.,  drained  and  diverted  to  sewer  ... 
Closet  drains  relaid 
Closet  buildings  renovated 

New  pans  to  water-closets  fixed — pedestal  type  ...  50  1 

hopper  type  4 I 

Foul  water-closets  cleansed 

Flush  tanks  and  water  supply  to  water-closets  installed 
Flush  tanks  and  water  supply  to  water-closets  repaired 

HOUSEDK  AINS — 

New  stoneware  housedrains  provided 

Housedrains  relaid 

Choked  housediains  cleansed 

New  stoneware  gully-traps  fixed  to  house-drains 

Housedrains  connected  to  sewers 

Defective  drainage  system  remodelled  (including  the  provision  of 
inspection  chambers  and  ventilating  shafts) 

URINALS— 

New  urinals  constructed 
Urinals  repaired 

HOUSING  DEFECTS— 

Eaves,  troughing  and  downpipes  provided  or  renewed 
Eaves,  troughing  and  downpipes  repaired 
Roofs  stripped  and  reslated 
Roofs  repaired 

Window  frames  and  sashes  repaired  or  renewed 
Firegrates  and  ovens  repaired  or  renewed 
General  repairs  to  houses  carried  out 
Yards  repaved  or  concreted 
Internal  floor  pavements  relaid 

VARIOUS  OTHER  NUISANCES  ABATED 

NOTICES  SERVED— 


6 

5 

54 

54 

269 

26 

80 

23 

4 

344 

23 

8 

19 

4 

1 

1 r3 

40 

1 

141 

45 

8 

97 

7 

9 

97 


Informal 

Statutory 


(Results  contained  in  headings  above) 


210 

72 


H 

INSPECTIONS  AND  REVISITS— 

Common  Lodging  Houses  ...  ...  81 

Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milkshops  ...  ...  58 

Slaughter-houses  ...  ...  771 

Shops,  Stalls,  etc.  ...  ...  293 

Pigstyes,  Stables,  Chicken  Cots,  etc.  ...  ...  37 

Factories  and  Workplaces  (including  Bakehouses)  ..  ...  132 

Housedrains  and  Water-closets  ...  ...  653 

Housing  Inspections  ...  ...  493 

Infectious  Diseases  (investigation  and  disinfections)  ...  ...  251 

Various  other  inspections  (including  verminous  infestations)  ...  612 


3,38i 

Registered  Buildings  and  Trades. 

The  respective  number  of  registered  premises  within  the  area  at  the  end 
of  1941  were  as  follows: — 

Common  Lodging-houses  ...  ...  2 

Slaughter-houses  ...  ...  2 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies  ...  ...  43 

Milkshops  ...  ...  10 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  19 

Factories  and  Workplaces  ...  ...  78 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  number  of  visits  quoted  that  these  places  have 
been  kept  under  regular  supervision. 
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Section  D. 

Housing. 

Details  of  completed  action  taken  under  the  Council's  Slum  Clearance 
and  Relief  of  Overcrowding  Programme  were  given  in  the  review  on  “ housing  ” 
in  the  previous  report. 

The  position  during  194.1  remained  almost  static.  There  were  no  new 
houses  erected,  and  owing  to  the  shortage  of  labour  and  materials  great  difficulty 
was  experienced  in  securing  the  remedy  of  housing  defects.  Indeed,  to  a degree, 
undue  advantage  was  taken  of  this  fact  by  some  owners  in  their  failure  or 
delay  in  executing  the  necessary  works.  This,  together  with  a tendency  to  the 
lowering  of  the  standard  of  work  carried  out,  will  certainly  have  to  be  numbered 
amongst  the  Post  War  problems  to  be  tackled. 

Nine  Certificates  were  issued  under  the  Rent  and  Mortgage  Interest 
Restrictions  Acts  1920*1938. 
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Section  E. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food . 

Milk  Supply. 

Every  effort  was  made  during  the  year  to  secure  and  maintain  a clean  and 
“ safe  ” milk  supply  for  the  district  The  importance  of  this,  especially  under 
war  conditions,  is  universally  recognised,  but  difficulties  of  labour,  transport,  etc. 
have  undoubtedly  had  a lowering  effect  upon  the  bacteriological  standard  of  milk 
generally,  as  evidenced  locally  in  the  tabulated  statement  given  below  of  the 
results  of  samples  taken. 


Graded  Milk  Samples — 


Grade. 

Number  of 
satisfied  Test. 

samples  which 
Did  not  satisfy  Test. 

Total 

Tuberculin  Tested 

2 

4 

6 ! 

Pasteurised 

8 

4 

I 2 

I 0 

8 

1 8 

Routine  Milk  Samples — 


Local 

Producers 

Producers  out- 
side the  district 

Total. 

Number  of  samples  reported  upon 
as  conforming  to  a satisfactory 
bacteriological  standard 

i 

i 

Number  of  samples  reported  upon 
as  bacteriologically  unsatisfac- 
tory 

8 

9 

J7 

9 

i 8 

B.  Typhosus,  B.  Diphtheriae  and  B.  Tuberculosis  was  not,  however, 
detected  in  any  of  the  above  samples. 
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Meat  and  other  Foods  Inspection . 

Systematic  inspection  of  the  food  supply  ot  the  district  was  carried  out 
throughout  the  year,  and  all  the  attention  possible  given  to  this  very  necessary 
duty. 

Government  Scheme  of  Food  Control  (Centralised  Slaughtering) 
and  Meat  Distribution  for  the  Year  1941. 

Number  of  animals  killed  for  human  consumption  at  the  Government 
Controlled  Slaughter-house,  Tredegar — 

Cattle.  Pigs*  Sheep.  Calves.  Goats.  Total. 

2,068  776  26,650  750  1 30,245 

Number  of  ready-dressed  (English)  carcases  received  and  distributed — 
Beef.  Mutton.  Total. 

104  21  I 315 

IMPORTED  MEAT  received  and  distributed — 


Beef 

Tons. 
41  6 

Cwts. 

4 

Qrs. 

3 

Lbs. 

1 

Mutton  and  Lamb 

503 

1 4 

0 

25 

Pork 

20 

1 

3 

8 

Veal 

— 

8 

1 

4 

Corned  Beef 

2 

1 2 

1 

4 

Offal 

35 

0 

2 

14 

Total 

978 

2 

0 

0 

LICENCES— 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

New  licences  issued  covering  year  1941  ...  1 

Renewal  of  licences  „ ,,  „ ...  19 

Overleaf,  the  following  is  a list  of  meat  and  other  articles  of  food  found  on 
examination  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption.  Where  possible  and  under 
guarantee,  these  were  salvaged  for  industrial  or  animal  feeding  purposes,  and  the 
remainder  destroyed  — 


1 8 


Number  of  whole 


DAT  — 

Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

Carcases 

Beef 

...  10 

1 1 

3 

4 

S6 

Pork 

... 

9 

1 

20 

I I 

Mutton 

... 

5 

1 

23 

22 

Lamb 

... 

*5 

I 

Veal 

... 

1 

10 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 1 

7 

0 

16 

91 

Offal  ..  4 

74  lbs.  Bacon 

17  lbs.  Ham 
360  lbs.  Sausage 

18  lbs.  Corned  Beef 

0 

0 

'3 

20  lbs.  Black  Pudding 
59  lbs.  Brawn 
68  lbs.  Pressed  Beef 
5 lbs.  Rabbit 

621  lbs. 


Other  Foods — 

Miscellaneous  1 

Canned  Foods — 

571  containers 

Bottled  Preserves — 

193  containers 

Approx.  764  lbs. 

Total  approximate 

weight  — 

17 
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Section  F 


Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over , Infectious  and  other 

Diseases. 

Brief  Review . 

Notifications. — A comparison  of  the  rates  per  i,coo  population  of  notifi- 
cations received  for  the  year  1941,  together  with  the  figures  for  1940,  is  as  follows: 

England  and  Wales.  Tredegar  Urban  Area 


(1940) 

1941 

(1940) 

1941 

Smallpox 

(000) 

— 

(-) 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

(*•63) 

1 ‘47 

(!■  ) 

0 5 1 

Diphtheria 

0*»6) 

*'*5 

(3  6+) 

298 

Erysipelas 

(o*33) 

0-30 

(•■24) 

1-24 

Pneumonia 

(l  *2o) 

1 ’25 

(2-78) 

2*6i 

Typhoid  Fever 

— 

0-03 

(-) 

— 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

— 

0-09 

(-) 

— 

Cercbro-Spinal  Fever 

(o'3*) 

025 

0'°5) 

0-64 

Whooping  Cough 

(x  *34) 

4’39 

(3’45) 

8 68 

Measles 

(10*24) 

1 °'33 

(4>'>3) 

1 5 0 1 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  district  was  free  throughout  the  year  from  Smallpox, 
Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers.  The  most  outstanding  feature  is  the  remark- 
able drop  to  about  half  in  the  incidence  of  scarlet  fever,  which  in  no  case  proved 
fatal.  This  disease,  hitherto  characterised  as  endemic  to  the  district,  was  absent 
for  the  four  consecutive  months  of  June-September. 

It  will  also  be  noted  that  there  was  a decided  fall  in  the  number  of  diph- 
theria cases  and  that  there  were  no  deaths. 

From  February  of  the  year  immunisation  against  diphtheria  of  pre-school 
and  schoolchildren  was  carried  out  at  a session  held  on  Friday  of  each  week  at 
the  Cential  Surgery.  Despite  the  publicity  given  in  this  matter,  the  response  was 
rather  disappointing.  The  numbers  attending  being — 

Under  5 years  5-15  years 

186  231 

The  estimated  percentage  of  child  population  of  the  district  immunised  at 
the  end  of  the  year  was  approximately — 

Under  5 years  ...  ...  8% 

5 to  15  years  ...  ...  22% 
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Cerebro-spinal  fever  cases  notified  were  down  to  almost  half  the  previous 
year  s figure,  but  was  responsible  for  three  deaths.  P U 

Hnnhi  lh!TgVh1  ra‘.e  ofJwhooPing  notifications  was  very  high  beine 

double  that  for  England  and  Wales,  the  mortality  from  this  cause  was  nil  S 

, ,The  lr|cidence  of  Measles,  although  still  above  that  for  England  and  Wales 
showed  a very  marked  reduction  and  was  without  fatal  consequence  ’ 


Ke-admVssion  nf  X,  . -nfecttous  d.sease,  Notices  of  Exclusion  and 

school  attended  n ^ T tra“mitted  to  the  Headteacher  of  the 

school  attended.  During  i94  , the  number  of  school  children  in  respect  to  which 
such  notices  were  sent  (cases  and  contacts)  were .— 


Diphtheria 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Cerebro-Spinal 

Fever  Others 

Total 

Exclusions 

77 

3 

I 1 1 

92 

109 

Re-admissions  . 

92 

i 

*3  3 

H-  . °!f;lficat‘on  °f  the  deaths  from  Cancer  according  to  the  localisation  of 

U toC«-bCi  lo  • " - 


B.Cav.  and  Oesophagus 
Uterus 

Stomach  and  Duodenum 
Breast 

All  other  sites 


o 

Male 

3 

4 
l3 


Female 

3 

2 

9 


20  14 


I ,000 


Influenza  was  responsible  for  nine  deaths  [5  male  and  4 female] 
population  of  041  as  against  0*19  for  England  and  Wales. 


a rate  per 


Deaths  from  Heart  Disease  [Males  36 
of  the  total  deaths  of  the  vear. 


Females  26]  amounted  to  over  23% 


Isolation  Hospital  Facilities . 

It  can  be  repeated  that  the  requirements  of  the  district  have  been  amply 

rnnn^iiw  ?sslfanTce  rendered  to  neighbouring  areas  in  this  direction,  at  the 
Councils  Ashvale  Isolation  Hospital,  where  much  good  work  continues  to  be 

Matron  (mIss  1 E wToh^  ^ Under  the  direCti°”  °f  the 


2 I 


Particulars  of  the  number  of  patients  [including  observation  cases]  treated 
at  the  Hospital  during  1 04 1 are: — 


Admissions  : — 

Diptheria 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Cerebro-Spinal 

Meningitis 

Others 

Total 

Tredegar  Area 

62 

... 

20 

1 

83 

Evacuees 

26 

... 

3 

2 

31 

Outside  Areas 

49 

1 

1 1 

5 

66 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 37 

1 

34 

8 

180 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Deaths  : — 

Tredegar  Area 

0 

... 

3 

1 

4 

Outside  Areas 

7 

... 

2 

3 

12 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

... 

5 

4 

16 

The  number  of  swabs  sent  for  examination  from  the  Hospital  during  the 
year,  in  which  as  in  other  directions,  the  kind  co-operation  of  the  County  Medical 
Officer  and  his  staff  has  to  be  acknowledged,  was  : — 


Cerebro-Spinal 

T.B. 

Diphtheria 

Fever 

Meningitis 

Total 

Positive  ...  123 

... 

1 

I 24 

Negative  ...  622 

231 

... 

853 

Suspicious  ...  4 

... 

... 

4 

No  Growth  ...  22 

... 

... 

22 

771 

231 

1 

1,003 

Industrial  Diseases . Particulars  as  to  Diseases 

under  this  heading  noti- 

fied  for  the  district  for  1941  and  two  earlier  years 

[kindly  supplied  by  Dr.  T.  R. 

Sutherland]  are 

J939 

1940 

1941 

Miners’  Nystagmus 

• •• 

3 

4 

15 

Beat  Hand 

• • • 

1 

1 

4 

Beat  Elbow 

• • • 

2 

6 

4 

Beat  Knee 

• • • 

1 9 

6 

14 

Dermatitis  (due  to  dust 

or  liquids)  ^ 

1 

5 

2 

Tenosynovitis  of  Wrist 

... 

2 

3 

4 

25 


28 


43 


4 


22 

• Tuberculosis . 

The  figures  relating  to  new  cases  and  mortality  during  1941,  arranged 
according  to  age  groups,  will  be  found  in  Table  IX.  at  the  end  of  the  report. 
Reference  to  the  totals  given  below,  together  with  those  for  several  previous  years 
will  be  useful  for  the  purpose  of  comparison. 


YEAR 

NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Respiratory 

Non 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non 

Respiratory 

1941 

30 

13 

9 

2 

1940 

22 

10 

8 

2 

1 939 

3 1 

6 

16 

1 

1938 

15 

22 

6 

6 

1 937 

36 

1 2 

J3 

3 

1 93^ 

32 

19 

1 0 

9 

1 935 

16 

8 

19 

3 

*934 

23 

1 0 

1 3 

2 

The  ratio  per  1,000  resident  population  is  as  follows  — 


1940 

1941 

New  cases  (all  forms) 

i*53 

1-97 

Deaths  (all  forms) 

0*48 

0*50 

ratio  of  Tuberculosis  deaths  per 

1 ,000  deaths  (all  causes) 

is — 

1940 

I94I 

Pulmonary 

...  2877 

33*70 

Non-Pulmonary 

7’1 9 

7*49 

All  forms 

•••  35*97 

41-19 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  for  1941)  were  slightly  above  those 
for  the  previous  year,  which  was  the  lowest  figure  on  record. 


The  state  of  the  Tuberculosis  register  at  the  commencement  and  at  the 
close  ot  1941  was  as  follows — 


Date 

Males 

Females 

Totals 

Pulmonary 

Non. 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

1st  Jan.,  1941 

72 

60 

82 

47 

261 

31st  Dec.,  1941  ... 

79 

67 

82 

46 

274 

This  gives  a ratio  of  notified  cases  per  1,000  population  at  the  end  of  the 
year  of  1 2 5 8. 


Total  number  of  notifications  of  admissions  to  [Form  1"]  and  discharges 
from  [Form  II]  Institutions  during  1941  were  : 


Admissions 

Discharges 


MALES 


FEMALES 


Pulmonary  Non-pulmonary  Pulmonary  Non-pulmonary 


7 

8 


5 

2 


1 1 


2 


9 


There  was  one  non-notified  tuberculosis  death,  a ratio  of  one  in  eleven 
tuberculosis  deaths. 


Number  ot  cases  added  to  the  Register  and  brought  to  notice  otherwise 
than  by  formal  notification  2.  (Males — pulmonary). 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925  (relating  to  persons  suffering  from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk  trade),  or  Section  172  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  (relating  to  the  compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  persons 
suffering  from  tuberculosis). 

It  was  found  necessary  for  the  Council  to  arrange  for  the  destruction  of 
soiled  bedding  in  certain  cases,  and  compensate  accordingly. 

The  following  report  has  kindly  been  supplied  by  Dr.  J.  Glyn  Jones,  the 
Tuberculosis  Physician,  West  Monmouthshire  Area,  The  King  Edward  VII. 
Welsh  National  Memorial  Association  : — 
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Tredegar  Tuberculosis  Clinic . 

Report  for  the  year  ended  December,  31st, 

Total  number  of  new  cases  examined  at  the  Clinic 
during  the  year 

Number  of  cases  diagnosed  as — 

(a)  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

(b)  Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Total  number  of  attendances  at  the  Clinic 
Number  of  patients  treated  in  Hospitals  .... 

Number  of  patients  treated  in  Sanatoria 


1941. 

257 


29  ) 

11  J 

835 


4 


I conclude  my  report  by  once  again  expressing  my 
appreciation  of  the  continued  and  willing  support  of  the  Council 
and  the  services  rendered  the  Department  by  the  Officers  and 
all  members  of  the  Staff  throughout  the  year. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

EDWIN  T.  H.  DAVIES, 

M.D. , M.S.  (LOND.)  F.R.C.S.  (ENG.) 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Notifiable  Diseases  ( other  than  Tuberculosis ) 

Incidence  during  each  month  of  the  year  1941. 
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TABLE  III. 

Incidence  of  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases,  1941. 

(Allocation  to  different  parts  of  the  District) 


Analysis  of  Deaths  from  Notifiable  Diseases , 1941. 

(Other  than  Tuberculosis). 


# 


TABLE  V. 

Vital  Statistics  of  whole  District , 1927-1941 


Name  of  District — TREDEGAR. 


Year 

Population 
estimated  to 
middle 
each  year. 

Births. 

Nett  deaths  belonging  to  the  district. 

Num- 

ber. 

Rate 

Under  One  Year 

At  all  Ages 

Num- 

ber 

Rate  1000 
net  Births 

Num- 

ber 

Rate 

1927 

25>33° 

503 

'985 

48 

95'42 

284 

11  21 

1928 

24,440 

472 

‘ 9’3 1 

25 

5 2 '96 

275 

11-17 

1929 

24,280 

450 

l8*I  2 

28 

6 2 ’ 2 

272 

I 1 *i  1 

1930 

24,280 

437 

>7 '99 

28 

64'53 

252 

I0’37 

>93> 

23»37° 

473 

2023 

45 

95*>3 

275 

1 1 76 

*93* 

23,010 

45  > 

i9'6o 

36 

79-82 

252 

>°'95 

1 933 

22,670 

366 

1 6*i  4 

32 

87  43 

260 

1 1 *46 

1 934 

22,420 

379 

1 6*9 

20 

5277 

272 

1213 

>935 

22,120 

355 

1604 

23 

6478 

248 

I I *21 

1936 

2 1,780 

362 

1 662 

18 

49*72 

277 

I 2’7  I 

>937 

2 1 , 1 40 

338 

1 5*99 

25 

73*96 

252 

II-92 

>938 

20,890 

3>2 

>4*94 

18 

57*69 

257 

12-3 

>939 

20,600 

343 

> 663 

>4 

40  00 

242 

11-74 

1940 

20,860 

342 

1 6*39 

27 

74-38 

278  | 

>3'32 

1941 

21,780 

392 

1 7*99 

3> 

74-88 

267 

| 

1 226 

TABLE  VI. 

Causes  of  Death  (Registrar  GeneraVs  Returns) 


194° 1941 


M. 

F 

Causes  of  Death 

M 

F 

169 

1 09 

All  Causes 

156 

I 1 1 

• • • 

Typhoid  & Paratyphoid  Fevers 

... 

2 

I 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

I 

2 

. . . 

Scarlet  Fever 

• •_» 

... 

... 

I 

Whooping  Cough 

... 

... 

2 

.. 

Diphtheria 

... 

.... 

3 

5 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

5 

4 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

2 

... 

1 

Syphilitic  diseases 

1 

1 

.. 

3 

Influenza 

5 

4 

... 

2 

Measles 

. • . 

... 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

.** 

1 

1 1 

9 

Cancer  . . 

20 

*4 

1 

2 

Diabetes 

Cerebral  haemorrhage, 

... 

3 

1 9 

8 

(Intra  cran  : vase  ; Lesions) 

10 

1 1 

46 

3 1 

Heart  disease 

Other  diseases  of  circulating 

36 

26 

7 

2 

system 

5 

... 

15 

1 2 

Bronchitis 

18 

10 

9 

3 

Pneumonia 

6 

8 

2 

3 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

1 

... 

1 

1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum.. 

i 

... 

2 

. . . 

Diarrhoea  [under  2 years] 

1 

... 

2 

Appendicitis 

. ,. 

... 

4 

4 

Other  digestive  diseases 

3 

3 

5 

1 

Nephritis 

4 

7 

1 

Puerperal  and  post-abortion  sepsis 

... 

1 

• • • 

1 

Other  maternal  causes 

... 

2 

5 

4 

Premature  birth 
Congenital  malformation 

4 

1 

5 

1 

Birth  injury,  infantile  diseases  ... 

4 

4 

2 

Suicide 

... 

... 

3 

• • . 

Road  Traffic  accidents 

4 

1 

7 

3 

Other  violent  causes 

1 1 

1 ; 

T4 

10 

All  other  causes 

14 

7 

Infantile  Mortality — 1941 . 


JB9A  i jgpun 

fO  + in  H fs  M 

" 

ro 

sipuoui  zi-6 

; : : : : : 

sipuoui  6-9 

m ro  ; ; ; h 

to 

sqiuoui  g £ 

N ft  N M t-i 

sqjuoui  £-z 

h ; ; ; in  ; 

'O 

qiuoui  1 
J9pun  jeiojl 

Os  ; W*  ; h ; 

to 

S3J99M  \r-i 

n ; — ; ~ : 

Tt- 

S^99M  i-Z 

n : : : : 

N 

= ^99M  Z-l 

- : : : : : 

- 

5J99M  I i9pUft 

^ : w ,*  : 1 

vO 

Congenital  Malformation 
Premature  Birth 
Debility  and  Marasmus 

Pneumonia 

Convulsions 

Scalds 

Bronchitis 

Enteritis 

. 

Infantile  Mortality  ( Allocation  to  Wards)  1941. 
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TABLE  IX 

Tuberculosis. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1941. 

(according  to  Age  Groups,- 


New  Cases. 

Deaths 

Age 

Periods 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M 

F. 

M. 

F. 

o 

3 

I 

5 

*5 

6 

10 

3 

3 

I 

I 

2 

I 

— 

25 

2 

2 

* 

I 

1 

I 

— 

— 

35 

2 

4 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

45 

3 

— 

— 

— 

I 

I 

— 

— 

55 

1 

T 

6S 

and 

upwards 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

13 

17 

10 

3 

5 

4 

2 

— 

Annual  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population , 1941 
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